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Significance of the First Great Awakening
The great awakening was a religious movement that impacted significantly the English colonies in America. The movement emerged at the time when secular rationalism was advancing rapidly that inhibited passion for religion. It was the time of enlightenment as religion became less personal. The most significant outcome was the unity attitude that helped drive the creation of national consciousness, which in effect created rebellion against English politics and religion.
Contrary to the expectation that multitudes of new denominations would have created division among American society, the first great awakening was significant in bringing about a unifying factor. As explained in the CBN video clip on America’s First Great Awakening, the period emphasized on the truths of the gospel; the gospel drew the nation together in a common understanding of what society was all about. Individual accountability to God was one of the arguments behind the role of the awakening period on American people. This formed the foundation of the founding fathers’ ideology on equality. As depicted in the film, some of the American leaders like Franklin believed that equality was important and this was influenced by the First Awakening period. Whether slave, black or white, king or peasant, Franklin believed that equality was important. The Biblical ideologies on leadership and governance laid the foundation for the American political and religious beliefs. Historians argue that the First Great Awakening principles helped form America. The constitution, declaration of independence, and revolutionary war were influenced by the teachings of the First Awakening period. Instead of believing that God’s will was important and necessarily interpreted by the monarch and the royal bishops, the colonists gained a new perspective that they were equally capable of interpreting the Bible themselves. As a result, they broke the idea about the chain of authority that ran from God to the ruler to people, and instead, adopted the idea that authority ran from God to people to the ruler. The religious pluralism that ran across colonial America fuelled the revolutionary fire that led to the most significant historical events in America; for instance, the declaration of independence and revolutionary war.
In conclusion, the First Great Awakening was significant to American society during the colonial period because it created the political and religious principles that laid the foundation for independence. The awakening period brought out rebellion against the authoritarian religious rule of the British colonialist. The awakening period had repercussions on American cultural and political beliefs.
 
